2"d Semester
Course Type: MINOR
SOC222N: SOCIOLOGY (SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS)
Total Credits: 06 (Theory: 04; Tutorial: 02)

Course Description:

An exposure to the different social institutions will enable the student to appreciate how a subject dealing
with such mundane and private aspects of everyday life as births, marriages and family formation can
constitute a technical field of study capable of generating contentious issues for academicians. A course on
social institutions, therefore, becomes essential for any student of sociology.

Objectives:

Family, marriage and Kinship are three important and fundamental institutions in the society. This paper
aims at introducing these important institutions of the society to the students in a sociological perspective
while also taking care of the recent academic debates surrounding these institutions like changes in social
institutions.

Learning Outcomes

After reading this paper, the students will be able to understand the various sociological approaches and
perspectives regarding the institution of marriage, family, kinship and religion. They will also be abreast with
the various recent debates pertaining to social institutions.

1. Family |

a. Family and household

b. Family structure and Functions
c. Types of Family

d. Changes in family

2. Marriage

a. Marriage: Meaning and Significance

b. Rules of Marriage: Endogamy, exogamy
c. Types of Marriage

d. Challenges to marriage as an institution

3. Kinship |

a. Basic concepts: Incest, Affiliation, Consanguinity, Affinity, Clan, Lineage, Kindered.
b. Kinship and Descent: Unilineal, Double and Cognatic Descent

c. Kinship Usage

d. Kinship Terminology

4, Religion |

a. Religion: Meaning and Significance

b. Animism, Animatism, Totemism and Naturalism
¢. Function of Religion

d. Secularization

Tutorials (2 CREDITYS)

5. Tutorial I: Changing Institution of Family and
Marriage

a. Family in Transition
b. Marriage Rituals and Practices

6. Tutorial 11: Religion and Society \

a. Changing Belief System
b. Sociological understanding of Shrine Culture
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