
BA 3rd SEMESTER 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC COURSE (CORE-3) 

SOC320C: SOCIOLOGY: INDIAN SOCIETY: STRUCTURE AND CHANGE 
CREDITS: THEORY: 4, TUTORIAL: 2 

MAXIMUM MARKS: THEORY: 60, TUTORIAL: 30 

MINIMUM MARKS: THEORY: 24, TUTORIAL: 12 

Course Objectives: 

The course is designed to acquaint the learners with the basic understanding of structure of the Indian society. In terms of its content, 

the course focuses on the evolution and composition of the Indian society, basic institutions, interpretation of caste and class in the 

Indian context, change in continuity besides the contemporary issues and challenges. 

The major objectives of the course are: 

• To facilitate a deeper understanding of the Indian social structure among the learners. 

• To familiarize the learners with the tradition of change in continuity in India. 

• To provide the necessary knowledge to the learners about the various contemporary issues and challenges faced by the Indian 

society. 

Learning Outcomes: 

After completing the course, the learners shall be able to carry a fundamental understanding of the structure of Indian society. The 

students are particularly expected to understand the dynamics of the basic social institutions in India and the impact of various 

internal and external factors in governing the change in Indian traditional structure. 

 

Unit-1: Conceptualizing Indian Society 

a. Evolution of Indian Society 

b. Composition of Indian Society: Linguistic and Religious 

c. Unity in Diversity 

Unit-2: Indian Social Institutions 

a. Family 

b. Marriage and Kinship 

c. Caste and Class 

Unit-3: Social Change in India 

a. Westernization 

b. Modernization 

c. Sanskritization 

Unit-4: Contemporary Issues and Challenges in Indian Society 

a. Communalism 

b. Corruption 

c. Poverty 

TUTORIALS: PROJECT WORK/PRESENTATION/DEBATES/TERM PAPER (2 CREDITS) 

a. Pattern of Modernization in Indian Society 

b. Convergence of Caste and Class in Indian Society 

c. Diversity in Indian Society 

TUTORIAL 2: 

a. Corruption as an issue in Indian Society 

b. Pattern of Westernization in Indian Society 

c. Poverty as a challenge in Indian Society 
READINGS: 

• Singer, M. and Cohen, B.S. (eds.) (1968). Structure and Change in Indian Society, Chicago: Aldine Pub. Co. 

• Sharma, K.L. (2011). Indian Social Structure and Change, New Delhi: Rawat Publications Pathak, Bindeshwar. (eds.) (1998). 

Continuity and Change in Indian Society, New Delhi: Concept Publishing Company. 

• Das, Veena. (2004). Handbook of Indian Sociology, New Delhi: OUP. 

• Singh, Yogendra. (2012). Culture Change in India, New Delhi: Rawat Publications 

• Singh, Yogendra. (2009). Social Change in India: Crisis and Resilience, New Delhi: Har-Anand Publications. 

• Srinivas, M.N. (2009). Social Change in Modern India, New Delhi: Orient Black Swan. 

• Vanaik, A. and Bhargava, R. (2010). Understanding Contemporary India: Critical Perspectives, New Delhi: Orient 

BlackSwan. 

• Baviskar, B.S. and Patel, T. (2010). Understanding Indian Society: Past and Present, New Delhi: Orient BlackSwan. 

• Hasnain, N. (2004). Indian Society and Culture: Continuity and Change, New Delhi: Jawahar Publishers and Distributors. 

• Singh, K.S. (1992). The People of India: An Introduction, Calcutta: Seagull Books. 

• Majumdar and Madan. (1966). An Introduction to Social Anthropology, Bombay: Asia Publishing House. 

• Mandelbaum, D.G. (1972). Society in India, Bombay: Popular Prakashan 

Note: List of readings provided is not absolute and additions may be made to it.      


