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Objectives: Besides introducing the International Relations as an important sub-discipline in Political 

Science, this course should help students learn how the major theoretical approaches in IR attempt to 

understand and explain the relations between nations of the world. The student will further understand 

the place of India in world affairs and its foreign policy. 

Unit I: International Relations-Emergence and Development 

1.1 International Relations: Nature, Scope and Significance 

1.2 Cold War: Causes and Consequences 

1.3 End of Cold War and Emergence of American Hegemony. 

1.4 Growth and Development of Global Financial Institutions 

Unit II: Approaches to IR 

2.1 Realist Approach; Kenneth Waltz (Structural Realism) 

2.2 Liberal Approach; Michael Doyle (Democratic peace theory) 

2.3 Feminist Approach; Cynthia Enloe (Gendered Nature of International System) 

2.4 IPE Approach; Robert Gilpin (Hegemonic Stability Theory) 

Unit HI: (Declining American Hegemony and Rise of New Power Centers) 

3.1 Rise of New Power Centers 

a) European Union 

b) China 

c) Japan 

3.2 Neo-Colonialism and Dependency Theory 

Unit IV: India and World 

4.1 Basic Determinants and Evolution of Foreign policy of India 

4.2 Major shifts in Indian Foreign Policy 

4.3 India-China Relations: Conflict and Cooperation 

4.4 India-US Relations: Nature of Strategic Co-operation 

 

Tutorials [Assignments, Presentations, Viva-voce] 

       (2-Credits: 30 Hrs.) 

Maximum Marks: 30 

Unit I: Debate-I 

1.1 Refugee Crisis and the Global Response 

1.2 Environment and Global Cooperation 

Unit II: Debate-II 

2.1 Regional Organizations-A case study of SAARC 

2.3 Indo-Pakistan Relations and peace in South-Asia 
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