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OBJECTIVES:  
 To develop in students the significance of children’s social and ecological contexts within which 

developmental disabilities occur. 
  To provide knowledge of definitions, etiology, diagnosis, and assessment of childhood disabilities and to 

create an understanding of the approaches and practices for inclusion and empowerment of children and 
families Course  

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

 The student will understand conceptual approaches to developmental disabilities. 
 The student will acquire knowledge of definitions, etiology, diagnosis, and assessment of childhood disabilities  

 
UNIT I: INTRODUCTION TO DISABILITY  

 Normality, disability, impairment, handicap. 
 Various approaches to defining and understanding disability: medical approach, administrative approach, legal 

approach, social approach 
 Attitude of people towards disability. 

 
UNIT II: TYPES OF IMPAIRMENTS AND DISABILITIES    

 Definitions, classification, aetiology of disabilities. 
 Identification and assessment of disabilities. 
 Physical and social barriers in the development of persons with disabilities. 

 
UNIT III: CARE, EDUCATION AND INTERVENTION FOR CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS FOR 

DEVELOPMENT AND INCLUSION.   
 Prevention of disabilities 
 Care and intervention approaches employed by parents, teachers and specialists 
 Educational and Therapeutic strategies 

 
UNIT IV: FAMILY, SCHOOL, COMMUNITY AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION  

 Child and the family, parents, siblings, grandparents & significant others; family empowerment  
 Inclusive education: Role of school, curricular adaptations, teaching strategies, materials and resources; 

special and inclusive education   
 Role of community; case study of a community-linked programme local/national/international 

 
PRACTICAL/ LAB COURSE 

 Assessment of children and adolescents for and with disability using observations and children’s play, 
screening schedules, and psychometric measures 

  Assessment of Institutions for children and adolescents with disability 
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